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INTER.OFFICE CORRESPONDENCE
REILLY TAR & CHEMICAL CORPORATION

MR. R, J. BOYLE « IXDIANAPCLIS orrice. 8t. louis Park
B, L, Pisch BATE Meroh 8, 1962

On March 5th, Mr, Tngve and myself aguin attended the pudlie hear-
ing on the proposed esteblishment 0f a Medevelopment Authority inm the
City of 8t. louis Porke At the opening of tho ssssion, the mayer stipu-
lated that this was @ contipuation of the hearing of February 19th and
ealled oa membérs of the City otaff 'to explain their reasons for the
esteblishment of such an Authority, Mr, Ira Vraslataed, formmr hesd of
the City Water Departmont, was called on to testify as to the wvater
gonditions in 3t. louis Park. »Mr, Vraalatad's tastimony involved his
recollsaction-of the well digging operations, He explained the condition
found in the drilling of their Lirst well with the City's inability to
use this well becsuse of the odors received, X, Vraslstad descridbed -
thess odors as both phenolic in cature, vith distinct odor of tar, He
alao wert on to meution that om the recozmendation of the well coxpany,
they caeed the well througdb the dolomito layer as it was felt thet the
dolordte laycr contained the watcr that was objectionadble., It was
further explained that even after sealiog oif the dolomite lager, the
water continued to bave a pkcaolir snd tar odor, and by sealing off
the dolemite layer, they were thable to pump & sufficient quantity of
water from this welly therefore, tha City abandonod the well,

The present Wutor Department sagineer, Yaynard Keyes, mcde soverasl
quctations fron a report received frcu the State of liimnesots An adout
1933 as tho result of cotplotnts the State Health Department hed veceived
sbout our apparent contaminution of water suprly. bKre. Keyes also made
refarence to pheannlic odors aand tar taste of thc wvater, Me drought upn
that in Jeying cewer pipe slong Walker, they eviderced crc-scte penctration
of the ground aleng Walker to a depth of ten foet,

We were not abdle to counter any of thoss statements but we might
interject that 4t could Ls quite possitle that thrre is a davkering of the
so0il to dopths of ten {vet aleong Walker Street. 7his is a very old street
and has to beo continually bujllt up with the additiocn of gravel end £11)
as the street sottles every year whore it crossas tho swamp adjoining our
property. It is our opinion that & street to be kept in good condition
in this sres weuld have to be sot om £irn ground by digging ocut the pest
underncath tho street, This is tiu methed which the Etate Highway used
in crossing this efes with Highway No. 7.

Mr, Thouas Blum, City Mlaaner, testified that our plant wes poorly
located 4in referunce to the City and pointed out the conditions of storm
sewar drainage surrounding our area with the mecas3ity of eobtoining our
arva £or redavclapnent . tncrcase corrurstnl activity, Mr, Dlum also
pointed out his reaosuns tor tae extensicn o louisiana Ave.ue turough our

property ard over our leud trechkage,
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. The City road enginevr ( I d1d not mote his newe ) read cuite s
lengthy éisertation on the prodlems involied in thu construction of »
“road wvay 30 as to intarchange Highway Ko, 7 and the reilrosd trackage
south of cur plant, Thore 18 so much involved in this report that X
cannot recall thc specifics aa he 4dio not tako direct shots at our
property.

The City hsolth inspecter also reod guite a lengthy report, but
in summary, his main ides wvas the prevention asteps noeded to bhalt a
hlighted condition from arising. dr. FKcPhee pointed cut several
: Sunstances showing that hlighted concditisns existed in the City of
8t, Louis Park as 2ar as health end sanitation wvere concerned, His
voport, although not completely Zsvorable in tho references wede to our
. plont, wes not atroagly opposed and sesxed to give me the icpression
that with continued vork on our pert, ve should get mlong saticlactorily
wvith the Heelth Dopartment,
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After hearing these statemeonts, the councilmen asked very fow

. questions of the staff and }r, Wolfe operwd the meeting to interested

eitizers, stipuluting that those who have already besen heard would not

. be recognized, Fr, Yngve, hovaver, was given the opporsunity to introduce any-
thing vev that he could add dut was csutinned not to repest what had

X already been said. !, Yagve was also zot sllowed to question the ataf?

. wosbors, kr. Yaqve established quite & numder of points and read from a
$50,000 survey of the City of St. Louts Park tkut pointcd out quite
conclusively that no blighted conditions existed in the City of St. Louis

. Pork, snd questioned the fact that tde Ccuscil was agoim gcino te atudy
it frop a local level when thoy had elready paid $50,000 to bave experts
diy into the situation sony years back. It was pointed out by Hr, Yrngrve
the noticeable lack of any refsrence to a blighted condition existing around
the Repubvlic Creossting Company srea, or sny mention of the Republic
Creocsoting Comzany aa undesiratble ar s blighted area,

il B e lomamacy, j.“h“.\w-' o

Seversl of the local citizens, wertars of the Parkviev Improvement
Agsociation, interjocted their sgitation about the smoke and odors received
from thie plant, LBach ent of them menticnod the length of tims they had
1ived in the Park snd I bolieve the oldant complesiner, living hers since
1949, cleiced to have suffered uander tce Coanditions of the plont since
movirg to Ut, Louis Furk. .aAs 1 recall, there were Zour or five of these
people that got up with their complaints, one persoen im particulsr,
mentisned the fact that we were cleoning our flues at the beginning of a
Fun ond, despite cur contenticon thaot ve po longer use tho smoke gtucks
in th~ firinj, he ha4 seen voluz:s of axoke coru cut of th:se s:olio atecks
for nbteut @ fiftecn minute interval late in tne eveninz. 1t was el.o
menticr.d thet wu 2:u Ancrensed our oparstion Lere an ut, louis Fark,
which wvas noticeable by the fect that we installed an additionsl high
smcke stack et the west end of cur prop-rty, He must have been refeorring
to the instsllation of the new ateck at the treatiny plant, and he compleined
nov thet thers wors additionsl sources of ®acke coring fro~ our lncat:?O[{¢6‘
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